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www.cta.org/commoncore

continued

So, no testing? Not exactly. This year teachers were
able to use the new computer-based Smarter Balanced AssessPHQW)LHOG7HVWDVD³GUHVVUHKHDUVDO´7KH¿HOGWHVWRIPRUH
WKDQPLOOLRQVWXGHQWVZLOOHYDOXDWHWKHTXDOLW\RIWHVWTXHVWLRQV
WRHQVXUHWKH\DUHYDOLGDQGIDLUDQGVHUYHVDVDEDURPHWHUWR
assess schools’ computer and server capacity, as well as the comSXWHUVNLOOVRIVWXGHQWV$JDLQZHIHHOWKLVLVWKH³FRPPRQVHQVH
on Common Core” approach.

How is this ever going to work? The key to
VXFFHVVLVLWVLPSOHPHQWDWLRQ:HPXVWZRUNWRJHWKHUZLWKSDUents and community members to demand a plan that makes sense
WRWUDQVLWLRQWRWKHQHZVWDQGDUGVDQGWRHQVXUHQH[WJHQHUDWLRQ
DVVHVVPHQWV\VWHPVDUHIDLUDQGLQFOXGHPXOWLSOHDSSURSULDWH
DQGYDOLGPHDVXUHVRIVWXGHQWVXFFHVV

What else can teachers do to make
sure Common Core implementation is
successful? %DUJDLQLWDWWKHQHJRWLDWLQJWDEOHV&7$
VWURQJO\UHFRPPHQGVWKDW\RXUORFDODVVRFLDWLRQQHJRWLDWH
FRQVXOWDWLRQSURFHVVHVDQGDJUHHPHQWVRUPHPRUDQGXPVRI
XQGHUVWDQGLQJ 028V IRU&RPPRQ&RUH6WDWH6WDQGDUGV
LPSOHPHQWDWLRQ7KHEHWWHU028VOD\RXWDZHOOGH¿QHGSURFHVV
WRGHDOZLWKLVVXHVWKDWPD\DULVHDQGLQFOXGHWHDFKHUVIURPWKH
EHJLQQLQJ
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Do you have examples of these
“bargained” successes? Several districts and locals
KDYHEHHQGRLQJWKLV+HUHDUHVRPHH[DPSOHV7KH/HQQR[
7HDFKHUV$VVRFLDWLRQDQGWKH/HQQR[6FKRRO'LVWULFWDJUHHGWR
DPHPRUDQGXPRIXQGHUVWDQGLQJFUHDWLQJD&RPPRQ&RUH6WDWH
6WDQGDUGV&RPPLWWHHWKDWKDVDPDMRULW\RI¿YH/7$PHPEHUV
WRRYHUVHH&RPPRQ&RUHLPSOHPHQWDWLRQ7KH0DGHUD8QL¿HG7HDFKHUV$VVRFLDWLRQEDUJDLQHGDQ028WKDWHVWDEOLVKHVD
FRPPLWWHHRIHOHPHQWDU\DQGVHFRQGDU\WHDFKHUVZKRZLOO
ZRUNZLWKDWHDPRIDGPLQLVWUDWRUVLQLGHQWLI\LQJSULRULWLHVPDNLQJUHFRPPHQGDWLRQVUHJDUGLQJH[SHQGLWXUHVDQGFRPPXQLFDWLQJZLWKWKHFODVVURRPWHDFKHU

Where can I get more information regarding Common Core State Standards?
<RXFDQ¿QGWKHVWDQGDUGVOHVVRQSODQVVWUDWHJLHVYLGHRVDQG
WKHODWHVWQHZVDWZZZFWDRUJFRPPRQFRUH
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The TRUTH about
COMMON CORE STATE STANDARDS
Change is never easy, but it is ever constant, especially in education. That’s because
we are preparing students to enter a world that is constantly changing, and helping
them prepare for what’s new and what’s next.
Right now, California educators are also preparing for what’s new and what’s next—
the Common Core State Standards. The intent of the standards is to arm our students
with the critical thinking skills they need to be successful while providing teachers with
the creative freedom they need to reach each and every student. This is an enormous
undertaking, and it will take time to get it right. That’s why in California we are taking
a commonsense approach to Common Core.
With any new undertaking, especially one as complex and far-reaching as the standards, questions arise. So....
...we’ve answer your most frequently asked questions. >>>>>>

WE ANSWER YOUR QUESTIONS ABOUT

COMMON CORE STATE STANDARDS
Were teachers involved in writing the
standards? <HVWKH&RPPRQ&RUHGUDIWLQJSURFHVVUHOLHG
RQWHDFKHUVDQGVWDQGDUGVH[SHUWVIURPDFURVVWKHFRXQWU\,Q
DGGLWLRQPDQ\VWDWHH[SHUWVFDPHWRJHWKHUWRFUHDWHWKHPRVW
WKRXJKWIXODQGWUDQVSDUHQWSURFHVVRIVWDQGDUGVHWWLQJ7KHUH
ZHUHWHDFKHUVRQ&DOLIRUQLD¶VPHPEHU$FDGHPLF&RQWHQW
6WDQGDUGV&RPPLVVLRQLQFOXGLQJ&7$PHPEHUVZKRDUHH[SHUWV
LQWKHLU¿HOG

Do the standards tell teachers what to
teach? Not at all. Teachers know best what works in the
classroom. That’s why the standards establish what students
need to learn, but do not dictate how teachers should teach. The
VWDQGDUGVDFWXDOO\JLYHWHDFKHUVPRUHÀH[LELOLW\DQGDFRPPRQ
JHQHUDOIRFXVWKDWDOORZVWKHPWRH[HUFLVHSURIHVVLRQDOMXGJPHQW
LQSODQQLQJLQVWUXFWLRQ

Are the standards based on research
and evidence? 7KHVWDQGDUGVKDYHPDGHFDUHIXOXVH
RIDODUJHDQGJURZLQJERG\RIHYLGHQFH7KHHYLGHQFHEDVH
includes scholarly research, surveys on what skills are required
RIVWXGHQWVHQWHULQJFROOHJHDQGZRUNIRUFHWUDLQLQJSURJUDPV
DVVHVVPHQWGDWDLGHQWLI\LQJFROOHJHDQGFDUHHUUHDG\SHUIRUPDQFHDQGFRPSDULVRQVWRVWDQGDUGVIURPKLJKSHUIRUPLQJ
states and nations.
,Q(QJOLVKODQJXDJHDUWVWKHVWDQGDUGVEXLOGRQWKH¿UPIRXQGDWLRQRIWKH1DWLRQDO$VVHVVPHQWRI(GXFDWLRQ3URJUHVV 1$(3 

IUDPHZRUNVLQUHDGLQJDQGZULWLQJZKLFKGUDZRQH[WHQVLYH
scholarly research and evidence.

Isn’t this another scheme by “Corporate America” to take over our public
schools? ,W¶VHDV\WREHF\QLFDODERXWWKHLQÀXHQFHRI

,QPDWKHPDWLFVWKHVWDQGDUGVGUDZRQFRQFOXVLRQVIURP
WKH7UHQGVLQ,QWHUQDWLRQDO0DWKHPDWLFVDQG6FLHQFH6WXG\
7,066 DQGRWKHUVWXGLHVRIKLJKSHUIRUPLQJFRXQWULHVWKDW
IRXQGWKHWUDGLWLRQDO86PDWKHPDWLFVFXUULFXOXPVWDQGDUGV
QHHGHGWREHFRPHVXEVWDQWLDOO\PRUHFRKHUHQWDQGIRFXVHGLQ
RUGHUWRLPSURYHVWXGHQWDFKLHYHPHQWDGGUHVVLQJWKHSUREOHP
RIVWDQGDUGVWKDWDUH³DPLOHZLGHDQGDQLQFKGHHS´

“Corporate America” on our schools, but the truth is that the
&RPPRQ&RUH6WDWH6WDQGDUGVZHUHGHYHORSHGWKURXJKWKH
1DWLRQDO*RYHUQRUV$VVRFLDWLRQZLWKIHHGEDFNIURPVWDWHV
WHDFKHUVFROOHJHVWKHSXEOLFDQGWKHEXVLQHVVFRPPXQLW\&7$
VXSSRUWHGWKHQHZVWDQGDUGVIURPWKHEHJLQQLQJEHFDXVHWKH\
HPSKDVL]HGFULWLFDOWKLQNLQJDQGSUREOHPVROYLQJVNLOOVQHHGHG
in today’s world.

Don’t the standards amount to a national curriculum? Not at all. The Common Core is not a

I’ve heard the Common Core State Standards will result in a national database
of private student information. Is that
true? 1R7KHUHDUHQRGDWDFROOHFWLRQUHTXLUHPHQWVIRU

FXUULFXOXP,WLVDFOHDUVHWRIVKDUHGJRDOVDQGH[SHFWDWLRQVIRU
ZKDWNQRZOHGJHDQGVNLOOVZLOOKHOSRXUVWXGHQWVVXFFHHG/RFDO
teachers, principals, superintendents and others will decide how
the standards are to be met. Teachers will continue to devise
OHVVRQSODQVDQGWDLORULQVWUXFWLRQWRWKHLQGLYLGXDOQHHGVRI
students.

Will the federal government take over
ownership of the Common Core State
Standards? 7KHIHGHUDOJRYHUQPHQWZLOOQRWJRYHUQWKH
Common Core State Standards. The Common Core will remain
DVWDWHOHGHIIRUW&DOLIRUQLDKDVDOUHDG\LQGHSHQGHQWO\DQGEROGO\PDGHWKHGHFLVLRQQRWWRLPSOHPHQWKLJKVWDNHVWHVWLQJXQWLO
VWXGHQWVDQGWHDFKHUVEHFRPHPRUHIDPLOLDUZLWKWKHVWDQGDUGV

WHERE WE STAND
We will be spending much of this year dealing with the implementation of Common Core State Standards. They put teachers
back in control of crafting and tailoring the education of their
students. Critical thinking skills can now be part of our students’
educational foundation, and we can decide how to best teach that.
And while we support the standards, we do not support the highstakes testing that some want to bring along with them. CTA supported AB 484, which creates a three-year moratorium on using
test results for high stakes accountability. This gives students and
teachers time to become more familiar with the new standards and
become technologically ready to take the new state assessments.

It is our belief that we cannot test
simply for the sake of testing. Student assessments must be thoughtful
in their purpose and must include
both formative and summative
pieces so that learning is assessed
throughout the year. This includes
educators creating authentic,
classroom-based curriculum and
assessments along with high quality professional development that is
directed by educators.

VWDWHVDGRSWLQJWKHVWDQGDUGV6WDQGDUGVGH¿QHH[SHFWDWLRQVIRU
ZKDWVWXGHQWVVKRXOGNQRZDQGEHDEOHWRGRE\WKHHQGRIHDFK
JUDGH,PSOHPHQWLQJWKH&RPPRQ&RUH6WDWH6WDQGDUGVGRHV
QRWUHTXLUHGDWDFROOHFWLRQ7KHPHDQVRIDVVHVVLQJVWXGHQWV
DQGWKHXVHRIWKHGDWDWKDWUHVXOWIURPWKRVHDVVHVVPHQWVDUHXS
WRWKHGLVFUHWLRQRIHDFKVWDWHDQGDUHVHSDUDWHDQGGLVWLQWIURP
the Common Core

Are the standards age appropriate?
I’ve heard that they suggest teaching
The Grapes of Wrath to second-graders.
What’s up with that? 7KH(QJOLVK/DQJXDJH$UWV
VWDQGDUGVVXJJHVW7KH*UDSHVRI:UDWKDVDWH[WWKDWZRXOG
EHDSSURSULDWHIRUWKRUWKJUDGHUHDGHUV(YLGHQFHVKRZV
WKDWWKHFRPSOH[LW\RIWH[WVVWXGHQWVDUHUHDGLQJWRGD\GRHVQRW
PDWFKZKDWLVGHPDQGHGLQFROOHJHDQGWKHZRUNSODFHFUHDWLQJ
DJDSEHWZHHQZKDWKLJKVFKRROVWXGHQWVFDQGRDQGZKDWWKH\
need to be able to do. The Common Core State Standards creDWHDVWDLUFDVHRILQFUHDVLQJWH[WFRPSOH[LW\VRWKDWVWXGHQWVDUH
expected to both develop their skills and apply them to more
and more complex texts.

Common Core math doesn’t make
sense. Isn’t it just confusing students?
,W¶VWUXHWKDWWKHUHLVDORWRIH[SODLQLQJRIZK\DQGKRZ
VWXGHQWVJRWWKHLUDQVZHUVLQPDWKFODVVHVXQGHUWKHQHZ
VWDQGDUGV7KDW¶VFHUWDLQO\DFKDQJH6WLOOWHDFKHUVZKRKDYH
LPSOHPHQWHGWKHQHZVWDQGDUGVDUHUHSRUWLQJWKDWWKHQHZ
FRQWHQWLVSUHIHUDEOHRYHU³GULOODQGNLOO´ZRUNVKHHWV7KHQHZ
DSSURDFKPLJKWEHFRQVLGHUHGSKLORVRSKLFDODVZHOODVPDWKHPDWLFDOEXWWKHRYHUDUFKLQJJRDOLVIRUVWXGHQWVWRGLVFRYHU
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PDWKIRUWKHPVHOYHV,W¶VQRORQJHUHQRXJKWRWUDLQVWXGHQWVWR
GRWKHVDPHWKLQJDVDFDOFXODWRU

OK, but why don’t the standards prepare or require algebra in 8th grade?
7KHVWDQGDUGVGRDFFRPPRGDWHDQGSUHSDUHVWXGHQWVIRU$OJHEUDLQWKJUDGHE\LQFOXGLQJWKHSUHUHTXLVLWHVIRUWKLVFRXUVH
LQJUDGHV.6WXGHQWVZKRPDVWHUWKH.PDWHULDOZLOOEH
DEOHWRWDNH$OJHEUDLQWKJUDGH

Have these standards been proven or
tested in the classroom? Aren’t kids
just guinea pigs? 0DQ\YHWHUDQWHDFKHUVZLOOYLHZ
Common Core State Standards as a welcome return to when
WKH\ZHUHDEOHWRH[HUFLVHFUHDWLYLW\DQGÀH[LELOLW\LQWKHLUDSproach. So, in a way, the standards are not untested. For years,
&7$KDVREMHFWHGWRD³RQHVL]H¿WVDOO´DSSURDFKWROHDUQLQJ
ZKLFKZDVSDUWDQGSDUFHORIWKH1R&KLOG/HIW%HKLQG$FW
7KH&RPPRQ&RUHEHJLQVWRDGGUHVVWKLVE\PDNLQJWHDFKHUV
WKHH[SHUWVLQWKHFODVVURRP,PSOHPHQWLQJWKHVWDQGDUGVPD\
SURYLGHDOHDUQLQJFXUYHIRUVRPHDW¿UVWEXWZHDUHFRQ¿GHQW
WKDWWHDFKHUVZLOOUHFRJQL]HSURJUHVVDQGPDVWHU\ZKHQWKH\
see it.

Isn’t there too much emphasis on nonﬁction in Common Core? The standards require
FHUWDLQFULWLFDOFRQWHQWLQFOXGLQJFODVVLFP\WKVDQGVWRULHVIURP
DURXQGWKHZRUOG$PHULFD¶VIRXQGLQJGRFXPHQWVIRXQGDWLRQDO
$PHULFDQOLWHUDWXUHDQG6KDNHVSHDUH7KHUHPDLQLQJFUXFLDO
GHFLVLRQVDERXWZKDWFRQWHQWVKRXOGEHWDXJKWDUHOHIWWRWKH
state and local districts to determine.

What about high-stakes testing around
Common Core? 7KDQNVWRWKHSDVVDJHRIWKH&7$
VXSSRUWHG$%WKLV\HDU&DOLIRUQLDWHDFKHUVZLOOQRWKDYH
to use outdated standardized tests to measure their students’
SHUIRUPDQFHZKLOH&RPPRQ&RUHLVEHLQJLPSOHPHQWHG7KH
ODZDOVRFUHDWHGDWKUHH\HDUPRUDWRULXPRQXVLQJVWDWHWHVWLQJ
UHVXOWVIRUKLJKVWDNHVDFFRXQWDELOLW\SXUSRVHV7KLVLVKRZ
&DOLIRUQLDLVVKRZLQJ³FRPPRQVHQVHRQ&RPPRQ&RUH´DQG
illustrates the impact CTA has had on Common Core implePHQWDWLRQ:HZDQWWRPDNHVXUHLWLVGRQHULJKWLQFOXGLQJ
assessment.

More questions on back >>>

