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Marlene Fong, Consultant
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Isabelle Garcia, Legislative Advocate
MAJOR POLICY: For Immediate Action (2/3 vote required)
(None)
MAJOR POLICY: Second Reading
(None)
MAJOR POLICY: First Reading
(None)
OTHER ITEMS FOR IMMEDIATE ACTION
1, In response to a referral from the Board, regarding the recommendation from the liaisons to
Californians Together, that CTA advocate for textbook adoption criteria for ELA/ELD that
match the standards and include: foundational skills, meaning making, language
development, effective expression and content knowledge, the committee declares the
referral moot.
Rationale: The State Board has already approved alignment of the ELD standards to the ELA
standards and textbook adoption criteria.
2. NBI 1/14-18: That CTA call for a re-writing of the California Common Core State Standards
with comprehensive, meaningful participation and input throughout the entire process from
current classroom teachers, parents, and students. The committee recommends that we not
approve this NBI.
Rationale: The California Common Core Standards were written with comprehensive and
meaningful engagement of all stakeholders. Additionally the Common Core Standards are
already being implemented. Rewriting the standards now would be costly and disruptive to
school districts throughout the state.
REFERRALS TO THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS
(None)
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MATTERS PENDING
1. NBI 1/14-15 that CTA “inform educators at every level – from the classroom to the office of
the Dept. of Education – about the requirements of SB48, the FAIR Act and that CTA collect
curriculum and training for educators to implement in K-12 classrooms and develop a plan of
actions for districts to utilize”. The committee is continuing to study this item.
INFORMATIONAL ITEMS
1. Attached is “Common Sense on the Common Core Standards” which contains information
based on NEA polling data specific to California CTA members and their thoughts on the
Common Core Standards and implementation.
2. Mary Rose Ortega, Board Liaison, reported over 1800 people attended the Good Teaching
Conference – South and 700 people attended the Common Core pre-conference. Mary Rose
announced two additional Common Core trainings. April 5th in Stockton and May 3rd in
Oxnard. Registration is at www.cta.org/conferences. The Equity Human Rights conference
had over 450 attendees. The incentive grants for summer conferences will be available soon
on the CTA website and members will be able to register in approximately two weeks.
3. Online applications are now available for Instructional Materials Reviewers and Content
Review Experts for the 2015 Primary English Language Arts/English Language
Development (ELA/ELD) Instructional Materials Adoption. Chosen applicants will serve on
review panels for the adoption of ELA/ELD textbooks. They will be evaluating instructional
materials for use in grades K-8 that are aligned with the California Common Core State
Standards for English Language Arts and Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science, and
Technical Subjects and the California English Language Development Standards. The online
application period is from April 1 through August 1, 2014 at:
http://www2.cde.ca.gov/cfccapp/surveysave.aspx?pid=63. The SBE is expected to adopt new
ELA/ELD materials in November, 2015.
4. The Committee took the following positions on State Legislation:
AB 659
AB 1750
AB 1912
AB 2110
SB 1016
SB 1165
SB 1419

Support
Watch
Support
Watch
Oppose
Watch
Watch

AB 1539
AB 1764
AB 1915
AB 2307
SB 1057
SB 1380

5. Nominations for officers were taken at this meeting.
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Watch
Support
Watch
Oppose
Watch
Watch

The Common Core State Standards – adopted in California and 44 other states – could help
provide equal access to high standards for all students, regardless of their zip code or family
background. But if the standards are to fulfill their promise, educators must be given the
time, tools, resources and input to get it right.
 Educators support the standards, but are deeply troubled by how they are being implemented.
•

As educators, our goal is student learning and we want the best for every student.

•

The standards emphasize critical thinking and problem solving skills – what students need to
succeed in today’s fast-changing world.

•

Setting high standards for ALL students – without regard to zip code or family background – can help
correct inequities of the current system.

•

CTA and California educators supported the adoption of the Common Core State Standards by the
State Board of Education in 2010.

•

Abandoning the new standards would not help students and would return us to the failed days of
No Child Left Behind, when teaching and learning were driven by rote memorization and bubble
tests.

 A fast-tracked and chaotic implementation makes no sense.
•

Seven out of ten teachers believe the standards are being implemented poorly in their schools.
Teachers also report not receiving the support and training they need to teach the new standards.

•

More than half of California teachers report that they have not been asked how to implement the
standards in their classrooms.

•

Standards and curriculum have not been aligned. Educators are teaching the new standards this
year, but instructional materials and textbooks are not even available. The Math Frameworks,
which provide curricula and instructional guidance, were just approved in November and math
textbooks were released this year. The English Language Arts Frameworks have not even been
approved and textbooks are expected to be released in 2015.

•

The textbooks that have been released are only partially aligned to the new standards.

•

Many districts have used implementation money to buy computers for new tests, rather than
focusing on instructional support.

For more information visit www.cta.org/commoncore.
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 In many states, the implementation has been completely botched. Through efforts led by CTA,
parents and others, California is trying to do it differently.
•

CTA believes we must separate the standards from the testing. We must get the implementation of
the standards right before assessments. Testing should not drive instruction.

•

CTA led efforts to include $1.25 billion in the state budget to help local districts implement the new
standards.

•

Governor Brown and lawmakers approved AB 484, a CTA-supported bill, which eliminated outdated
standardized testing this year and provided a year of field testing only on the new standards.

•

The law also created a three-year moratorium on using state testing results for accountability
purposes.

•

CTA is providing training and instructional support to teachers on the new standards.

•

CTA is helping local chapters bargain educator participation in the implementation of the new
standards in their local school districts.

•

CTA supported the Local Control Funding Formula, which gives educators, parents and the
community the opportunity to set local educational priorities and guide school funding decisions.

 A few commonsense steps to ensure Common Core implementation is on track.
•

Establish a review of the standards and make improvements as necessary, taking into account the
voices of students, parents, and educators.

•

Align standards and curricula – fleshing out the framework with content. Educators must be given
time to develop aligned curriculum and lessons, which must include time for collaborating with
colleagues and trying out new materials to determine what works and what still needs adjustment.

•

Give students and educators what they need to succeed in this changing environment – manageable
class sizes; parental involvement; up-to-date books and materials; and time for planning,
collaboration, and training.

•

Act on lessons learned from No Child Left Behind – assessment should inform teaching and learning,
not drive it.

•

Engage and listen to educators and classroom practitioners throughout the process.

 There’s too much at stake for our children and our country to risk getting this wrong.
•

Educators are committed to student achievement.

•

We can’t do it alone – students, parents, school administrators and elected officials must be held
accountable as well.

•

For the sake of the students who are the future of America, we must provide the time, tools and
resources necessary to make the transition to the Common Core State Standards a success.
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