
CTA/NEA Micro-Certifications

Jump straight to video for each section of this 
training!

Introduction and Discussion 00:00-11:22

Overview of Micro-Certifications 11:22-24:51

Open-Source Badging and Credits 24:51-31:08

Micro-Certification Online Portal Tour 32:05-41:37

Micro-Certification Deep Dive 41:37-46:26

Application, Implementation, Rollout 46:26-47:17

Video Guide for this Training

https://youtu.be/wwbGeDPX-vk?t=5
https://youtu.be/wwbGeDPX-vk?t=682
https://youtu.be/wwbGeDPX-vk?t=1490
https://youtu.be/wwbGeDPX-vk?t=1923
https://youtu.be/wwbGeDPX-vk?t=2496
https://youtu.be/wwbGeDPX-vk?t=2786


CTA/NEA Micro-Certifications
New for the Fall!

Adam Ebrahim | Region 1 IPD Staff | aebrahim@cta.org



Agenda

1. Intro Discussion

2. Overview of Micro-Certifications

3. Diving Deeper into a Micro-Certs

4. Micro-Cert Uses and Plans for the Fall

5. Discussion

6. Closure



Session
Resources

www.cta.org/cta-nea-micro-certifications Flyers to share

http://www.cta.org/cta-nea-micro-certifications
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1AHIWlFX_m8AjikFN-0xRH5o23hsZ6-sf?usp=sharing


1. Consider micro-credentials as a practitioner-led, 
job-embedded professional learning option.

2. Become familiar with micro-certification content 
and requirements.

3. Consider different approaches for using 
micro-certifications in your local association.

4. Gather your input/insights into making 
micro-certifications more effective and valuable for 
members.

Purposes



Intro Discussion



Discussion

Take a moment to think about professional learning that 

was meaningful and/or effective for you in your career.

What was it about the experience that made it so?

Respond in chat or raise your hand to share verbally.
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Overview

Others Providers CTA/NEA Microcerts

Content Choice Externally-decided Self-chosen

Content Author External/Variable Accomplished Teachers

 Utility Annual/Acontextual Immediate/Contextual

Inquiry Format Institution-Centered Learner-Centered

Collaboration Fixed Flexible

Mastery Employer/Subjective Practitioner/Double Blind

Portability Rare Full



Overview of 
Micro-Certifications



Basics
What are micro-certifications?

Micro-certifications are a digital form of certification 

indicating demonstrated competency/mastery in a 

specific skill or set of skills. 



Terms 

Micro-credential versus micro-certification

● California grants teaching credentials.

● Others states grant teaching licenses or certificates.

● We use the term “micro-certificate” to distinguish 
short, competency-based recognitions from the legal 
documents that permit teaching in California.

“The proliferation of credentials should be opposed.”
      -CTA Policy



Elements

To achieve a micro-certification, educators... 

1. identify a competency they want to develop,

2. submit evidence for review to the issuer of the 

micro-certification to illustrate that they have 

mastered the competency. 

3. If successful, the issuer awards a digital badge 

that represents the achieved micro-credential.



Available
Micro-Cert 

Stacks



Inside a 
Stack



Inside a 
Microcert



Inside a 
Microcert



Inside a 
Microcert



● An Open Badge is a specialized type of digital badge that contains 
verifiable metadata about achievements according to a common 
data format, the Open Badges specification. 

● Because they follow an open standard, recipients can combine 
badges from many different sources into common collections, 
and when they share them, these badges may be verified by any 
compatible system to ensure that they are trustworthy 
representations of their earner's experiences.

● Digital badges can be awarded in a variety of educational 
contexts across informal and formal learning, by educational 
institutions, individuals, and employers. These badges can 
aggregate and shed light on the interests, capabilities, and 
accomplishments of learners. Badges can serve as the stepping 
stones on a learning pathway.

Digital 
Badges

https://www.imsglobal.org/sites/default/files/Badges/OBv2p0Final/index.html


Digital 
Badges



Digital 
Badges



Digital 
Badges



Digital 
Badges



Available 
Units

Members will be able to choose to submit each 

completed micro-certifications to for graduate 

continuing education units through CSU Chico.

There will be a modest cost associated with this option. 



Discussion/
Pause Point

What questions do you have so far?



Virtual 
Tour

1. CTA IPD Website

2. CTA IPD Micro-Certification Page

3. CTA/NEA Micro-Certification Portal

4. Account Registration

5. Explore Micro-Certifications

6. Help Center

https://www.cta.org/for-educators/professional-development/ipd
https://www.cta.org/cta-nea-micro-certifications
https://nea.certificationbank.com/California/CTA/StackLibrary.aspx


Virtual 
Tour

www.cta.org/cta-nea-micro-certifications

http://www.cta.org/cta-nea-micro-certifications


Diving Deeper into a 
Micro-Certification



Digging 
Deeper

Link to Example Micro-Certification

https://nea.certificationbank.com/images/NEAdocuments/AL/Classroom-Embedded%20Performance%20Assessment.pdf


As an 
Individual

Link to Example Micro-Certification

Take a few minutes to review the micro-certification 

requirements from the perspective of a teacher 

interested in developing/documenting the competency:

● What do you notice? 

● Is it clear what is expected of you?

● For the chat: How long do you think it would take to 

complete? 

https://nea.certificationbank.com/images/NEAdocuments/AL/Classroom-Embedded%20Performance%20Assessment.pdf


How might a micro-certification form the basis for a shared 

learning experience among colleagues?

Respond in chat or raise your hand to share verbally

In a PLC



Micro-Certification Uses 
and Plans for the Fall



In the Fall 
and Spring

Local Community of Practices

Individualized Learning

State Community of Practices (possible)

Informational 
Sessions

September 21’ October 21’ November 21’ December 21’

January 22’ February 22’ March 22’ April/May 22’



Session
Resources

www.cta.org/cta-nea-micro-certifications Flyers to share

http://www.cta.org/cta-nea-micro-certifications
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1AHIWlFX_m8AjikFN-0xRH5o23hsZ6-sf?usp=sharing


Optional
Discussion

● How might this integrate with current professional 

learning offerings in you LEA?

● How might the local association facilitate 

micro-certification PLCs?

● What resources/support could I provide to help?



CTA/NEA Micro-Certifications

Thank You!
Adam Ebrahim | Region 1 IPD Staff | aebrahim@cta.org | www.cta.org/ipd

mailto:aebrahim@cta.org
http://www.cta.org/ipd

