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California’s “Day of the Teacher” to be observed May 11
The (Local Teachers Association) will celebrate California “Day of the Teacher” on Wednesday, May 11. This marks the 29th anniversary of the day established to give special recognition to teachers for their contributions to education and the lives of California’s children. This year’s theme is: “Great Teaching Lasts a Lifetime.”
“Day of the Teacher has always been a time to recognize and appreciate the educators in your local schools. As president of (Your Local Teachers Association Name), I can tell you that the teachers in this community are working hard to make sure our students have a better future,” said ___________, president of (your local chapter). 
“Our task, however, is made more difficult because of continued state budget cuts.  California has the eighth-largest economy in the world, but is 43rd in per-pupil spending and continues to shortchange our students of the education they need and deserve. It is vital that the Legislature approve Gov. Brown’s balanced budget approach that mixes $12.5 billion in budget cuts and an extension on temporary taxes, and it’s up to us to show lawmakers we are serious about that. 
“That’s why the California Teachers Association has declared the week of May 9-13 a State of Emergency. The (Your Local Teachers Association) will participate in  (name some activities) to pressure the legislature into action. We also are asking the public to contact their legislator and urge them to protect our schools and essential public services.  
CTA and the Association of Mexican American Educators (AMAE) sponsored the bill, SB 1546, first proclaiming Day of the Teacher. It was written by Sen. Joseph Montoya (D-El Monte) and signed into law in 1982. The California celebration is patterned after “El Dia del Maestro” celebrations in Mexico and other Latin American countries. 


In past years, events have ranged from small celebrations where teachers receive flowers or gifts to plaques at special recognition ceremonies. Planned local activities include:


A Day of Action, including a rally, protest, or letter-writing event that brings home the message to Legislators that education budget cuts hurt.


News conference to celebrate teachers and call for changes in the state budget proposals.


An “Academy Awards” dinner to honor an outstanding teacher from each school in the district sponsored by (Local Teachers Association).


A dinner to honor retiring teachers and site building representatives hosted by (Local Teachers Association).












