[bookmark: _GoBack][image: resolution header]

WHEREAS, in the past four years, public education has been cut by more than $20 billion, class sizes have soared at all grade levels, more than 40,000 educators have been laid off,  and arts have been eliminated; and, 

WHEREAS, state college and university fees have increased more than 300 percent, pricing many students out of obtaining a degree, while students at community colleges find it increasingly difficult to get the classes they need; and 

WHEREAS, the California budget has suffered huge cuts in every program, but particularly in support for seniors, disabled and low- and middle income Californians who may go without health coverage, child care, and welfare-to-work programs; and

WHEREAS, if Californians fail to pass a tax initiative in November, the state faces a $9 billion deficit with our k-12 schools facing about $5 billion in midyear cuts; and  

WHEREAS, the bottom 20 percent of wage earners in California pay 11 percent of their income in taxes, while the top one percent of wage earners pay only 7.8 percent; and

WHEREAS, Proposition 30, the Schools and Local Public Safety Protection Act of 2012 implements a seven-year tax on millionaires that requires the richest Californians to pay their fair share to help fund education and other essential services; and

WHEREAS, the Schools and Local Public Safety Protection Act of 2012 also proposes an increase of the state sales tax by a quarter-cent for four years; and 

WHEREAS, Prop. 30 is expected to generate $9 billion and is the only funding initiative that takes care of the whole state by closing the budget deficit and paying down the state’s wall of debt; and 

WHEREAS, Prop. 30 is supported by a broad coalition that includes the governor, legislators, educators, labor unions, community groups, and businesses; now, therefore,  

BE IT RESOLVED that it is time to reevaluate how California funds schools and essential public services; to demand action to restore the tax system of California to make sure all are paying their fair share; and to provide adequate per-pupil funding to ensure all California students have the opportunity for quality education; and  

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that this body, the (Board of Trustees, City Council, etc.) supports the Schools and Local Public Safety Protection Act of 2012, as a balanced and responsible solution that begins to put California back on the road to recovery.
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